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Highlight Your CoD Badges
Online and Through Email

Highlight your badges online on admissions, college, and 
department webpages; microsites; landing pages; and online 
publications. 

Feature your CoD recognition in your Google AdWords 
advertising. 

Write an article about your school’s distinction for the 
university blog.
 
Add your CoD badges to your current emails to 
prospective students. 

Draft a specific email to highlight to prospective students your 
membership involvement with CoD. 

Develop a multi-email campaign to promote each of your
badges separately and in greater detail.

Highlight Your Badges 
in Print

Highlight your badges in your flyers, mailers, brochures, 
viewbooks, and other printed marketing and admissions 
material for prospective students.

Consider displaying badges in larger and more public formats 
(banners and displays at college fairs, signage on campus, 
billboards, park benches, etc.).

Include your badges in paid print advertisements in 
magazines and newspapers.

Incorporate the two-page handout in your CoD membership 
packet into your print marketing material for  
prospective students.
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CHECKLIST 

Prospective Students

Highlight Your Badges on  
Social Media

Promote your CoD badges and CoD-crafted video on all of your 
social media platforms with links to your school profile on the 
CoD website. And make sure to do this regularly throughout 
the year!

Create a paid ad campaign to feature your badges, CoD-crafted 
video, and the link to your school’s CoD profile to help get more 
exposure throughout social media.

Take Advantage of the  
Colleges of Distinction Blog

Identify a student ambassador who can write an article 
about the quality of your school’s student experience for the 
Colleges of Distinction blog.

Find a staff or faculty member to write a blog article on a topic 
that is helpful for prospective students to be published on  
the CoD blog.

Highlight Your Badges 
Around Campus

Include your badges on posters, lamppost displays, and in 
hallways around campus.

Hang your CoD certificates for each badge awarded in a 
place where prospective students will see it, such as in the 
admissions department or individual counselors’ offices.

Make sure the appropriate areas of your campus are 
highlighting their relevant badges (your career services office 
should feature the Career Services badge, your business 
school should feature the Business badge, etc.)
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Write an article in your alumni or 
university print magazine 
about how your school has been selected as a distinguished 
school, the copy of which can be based off of the press release 
template and two-page flyer included in your membership 
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Highlight Your CoD Badges
Online and Through Email

Highlight your badges online in places alumni and donors 
will engage.

Write an article about your CoD membership for your alumni 
blog/digital magazine.

Add your badges to an ad-like pullout somewhere within your 
online magazine/blog.

Add your CoD badges to your current alumni newsletters.

Draft a single email to notify alumni and donors about your
CoD membership.

Develop a multi-email campaign for alumni and donors to 
promote your badges separately and in greater detail.

Highlight Your Badges 
in Print

Write an article in your alumni or university print magazine 
about how your school has been selected as a College of 
Distinction.

Include the badges and your membership announcement as 
a half- or full-page pullout, like you would with an ad, in your 
university or alumni print magazine.
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Highlight Your Badges and CoD 
Membership in a Press Release

Share a press release with your various media contacts and 
publish it somewhere on your website. You may reference the PR 
template included in your CoD membership packet as a guide.
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CHECKLIST 

Press and the Wider Community

Highlight Your Badges on  
Social Media

Highlight your badges and CoD-crafted video on social media.

Speak Publicly About Being a 
Distinguished School

Whether your university president speaks at an event with 
local business leaders, a dean of your college speaks to other 
academic administrators at a conference, or an executive 
speaks at some other community event, remind your 
advocates to show off your distinction! Your membership can 
be mentioned in a speech and/or highlighted with a visual 
display of your badges.
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Highlight Your CoD Badges  
Online and Through Email

Display your badges prominently wherever prospective staff and 
faculty will be engaging, such as the human resources area of 
your website.

Mention your recognition in the descriptions of your job postings 
to raise their appeal.

Email your job candidates with your badges and/or more 
information about your school’s accolades, perhaps after their 
interview or while they are deciding to take the position you 
offer them.

Send current faculty and staff an internal email with your badges 
and an explanation of your institution’s accomplishment.
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CHECKLIST 

Current and Prospective Faculty and Staff 

Share It Publicly With  
Staff and Faculty

Mention your institution’s recognition at the next all-staff or 
faculty meeting.

Encourage directors, deans, department chairs, and other 
leaders and managers on campus to share this news with their 
direct reports and immediate team.


